. ACR criteria for rheumatoid arthritis 1. Morning stiffness lasting at least 1h, present for at least 6 weeks 2. At least three joint areas simultaneously with soft-tissue swelling or fluid, for at least 6 weeks 3. At least one area swollen in a wrist, metacarpophalangeal, or proximal interphalangeal joint, for at least 6 weeks 4. Simultaneously involvement of the same joint areas on both sides of the body, for at least 6 weeks 5. Subcutaneous nodules seen by a doctor 6. Positive rheumatoid factor 7. Radiographic changes on hand and wrist radiographs (erosions or unequivocal bony decalcification)
A patient is said to have rheumatoid arthritis if he or she meets at least four criteria. Patients with two clinical diagnoses are not excluded. 
